
The State of the State of Progressive Wine Retailing

TWO SCENARIOS

Tom Wark, Executive Director

National Association of Wine Retailers

May 8, 2024

2024 NAWR Annual Wine Retailer Summit



SCENARIO #1

NAWR and Retailers Push For Change

















SCENARIO #2

No Action Taken Against Discrimination in the Law













Where Are We Today?











Legislation



Retailer Shipping Legislation



Litigation



Current Retailer Wine Shipping Lawsuits



Lawsuits Challenging Discriminatory State Self Distribution Laws 



NC: B-21 Wines
Justin Hammer

NJ: Wine Cellarage
Lars Neubohn

NY: Grapes the Wine Co
Daniel Posner

OH: House of Glunz
Barbara Glunz

IN: Chicago Wine Co.
Devin Warner

IL: Full Pull Wines
Paul Zitarelli



THE NEXT 12 MONTHS



1. More stings on wine shippers by state ABCs

2. Legislation requiring fulfillment houses to obtain state permits

3. Announcement of proposed new federal regulations concerning inter-tier interactions 
and generating more competition in the alcohol trade

4. Announcement of new Federal Dietary Guidelines 
(including alcohol consumption recommendations)

5. Three to Four Federal Court decisions concerning retailer wine shipping 
and self-distribution discrimination cases

6. A new Washington State wine retailer shipping permit

7. Increased industry discussion of the utility of the three-tier system

8. Flat to declining off-premise wine sales



NAWR PRINCIPLES

Protecting the Interests of NAWR members 
through advocacy and communication is Principle #1

Expanding legal wine retailer access to all 
markets benefits the trade and consumers

Modernizing the alcohol regulatory environment 
is crucial to the success of wine retailers



Thank You

Questions?


